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O COAST DEFENSE

Conditions of Coast Defenses Use-
' less for War.

COMPETENT MEN ARE SCARCE

The National Board Will Recommend
the Construction of Coast Defanses
For the Columbia River Cost-
ing Over One Million.

—_—

WASHINGTON, D, ¢ Dec, §—Une
of the most important subjects treated
by President Roosevelt in his message
to Congress was the deplorable con-
dltion of our coast Jdefonsen. De-
plarable, not 50 much through the lack
of fortifications, guns or machinery,
although much remains to be done on
all but three, especially because of the
lnok of men necessary to keep the guns
and machinery in order In time of
m. to say nothing of manipulating
them should war break out. What the
Presient did not have to say on this-
ject was short but to the point and he
took a firm stand in faver of legisin-
tion caleulated to remedy existing con-
ditlons, Fe has already placed him-
self squarely on record, and only six
months ago addressed a special letter
to the Senate In which he pointed out
that the Increasing importance and
wealth of our portz offered more in-
ducement to an anamy. “The fact that
we now have a navy does not in any
wise diminish the Importance of const
defences: on the contrary it emphansi-
ses thelr value, and the necessity for
thelr construction” he sald recently.
“It ts an accepted naval maxim that
& navy can be usad to strategle advan.
tage only when acting on the offensive

and It can be free to so operate nnlf[

after our coast defense (s reasonablyy
mecure and so recognized by the coun-
try.”

The President takes the ground that
the security and protection of our in-
terests require thes completion of our
coast defenses, and that the plans of
the Nntlonal Coast Defense Roard
should receive the generous support of
Congress,

In his message the President re-af-
firmed his position, especially as far
as pending legislation providing for
the reorganization of the coust artil-
lery i concerned. The Senate Com-
mittes on military affairs hns favor-
ably reported a bill to separate the
Fleld Artillery from the Coast Artil-
Jery, on the ground that they are two
distinet branches of the servics. The

bill provvides for the gradual increase
during five years of 298 ofMeers and
5043 men for the coast artillery and
S68 for the field artillery. The great
trouble of the coast artillery has been
to gecure and kKeep trained electeiolany,
enginecrs and fAremen, It will surs
prise many to know that most of the
cost of fortifications s for electrical
machinery, "fire control” and seidrch
lighta, the “fire control” being the sys-
tom of telegraphic and telephonle com-
munication between forts and batters
les, and with observing statlons,

A private statement of the condi-
thon of the coast defensea of twenty-
elght fortifed ports shows that to man
ahift of oMcers  and
onoh man at his

them with one

men, that I= to say,
proper statlon, wounld require 40,675
men and LASE officers, There are to-

forts
senritely

day avallable at the different
10 713 men and 257 oMeers,
an:\ugh to keep the guns and machin-
ery from rusting!

Commaoereinl interests in general, and
eapecinlly those conterned with ship-
ping and terminals gt our great ports
will be interested Iy this matter, If they
take the trouble to inyvestignte the
facts. Take New York for Instance,
with Fortse Totten, Sshayler, Slocum,
Wadsworth, Hamilton and Hancock,
equipped  with blg guns, lorpedos,
search lights, ete, It would pequire
234 officers and 5,682 men to man these
forts nlone, without providing for any
relief whatever. Thot s more than
two thirds of all the officers and half
of all the men now engaged In taking
care of all the const defonses of the
entire United States

Other cltles presant Interesting sta-
tistics. There Is San Francisco the
terminn]l of the Harriman and other
groat transcontinental lines, and from
which the ships of the Paclfic Mall and
other trans-Pacific lines carry our
goods 1o the orient; In many respeots
the key to Hawall, Guam and the Phil-

!ipines. To defend 8an Franclsco are

Forts Foster, Miley, Barry, Baker, Ma+
son, Winfleld Scott and McDowell. To
man these would require 1756 ofMicers
and 4.26% men. There are available 43
officers and 1400 men. The coast des
fense plans call for the expenditure
of 33,119,242 to complete the defenses
of San Franclsco, of which $439.600 ia
to be spent for guns, emplicements and
carriages; §459 955 for wsubmariné
mine defenses; §334,952 for a central
ower plant; $193,064 for n reserve
power plant; $198.000 for search
lights: $19,8600 for modernizing older
emplacements, and 31473991 for “fire
control."

It will coat §1,473.981 to Install a coms-

.plete system of communication alone

at San Francisco, and it Is a significant
fact that this Arecontrol Installation
will be the only one recommended to
Congress thls year,
no men available to care for others If
they should be lﬂutul!n-:l.uml' in passing

because there are

It may be remarked that for Fort Ma-
won and MoDowell ot San Franclsco
there are no men avallable at all,

Astoriy In another place on the Pa-
eifle coust of Importince. Forts Co-
lumbla, Btevens and Canby defend Co-
lumbin River. It would require 47 of-
flicors and L8 men to properly man
these defenses. Ten oMoers and 246
men  are avallable,. The Natlonal
Board estimmtes that $1,041,358 s neo-
ousAry o complets these defenses but
there 1a no prospect at prosent of
Congress belng ever asked to appro-
priate a dollar for this purpose, so long
ax ten oMoers and 240 men do the work
of 67 oMeers and LA men, and anlist-
o mon at $18 to §18 & manth will Ang
positions as sngineers, iremoen, masier
gunners,  electriciang, ohservers, gun
polnters, ole.  Sesttle, Tacoma and
Obymple Washington, are Important
cities on the Pacific coast, How are
they provided with coast defensos?
Puget SBound Is defonded by Forts Wor-
den, Casey and Flagler, These forts
are manned by the magnificent squip-
ment af 27 offlcers and 902 men, where
129 ofMlcers and 3180 men are now ro-
quired! Even at that there Is only one
officer (o 32
should be one oMeer to twenty four
men.,

men where the proportion

FOUND FINE BUNCH.

Bill Henkel Shakes Hands With John

D. Rockefeller,
NEW YORK. Deo, 7.~Broesy Hill
Henkel, United Stites marshal, has

gragped the tenncles of the oll octopus
and likes the memory of the sensation,
A8 Bill put it himself, he shook hands
with John D. Rockefeller, Henry M
Flagier, and others while serving thom
with subpoenas to appear as wilnénses
in the Standard Ol cases in Missouri
and “never found a finer bunch of
gentlemen In his life"

“Naturally,” sald the marshal, 1 ex-
pected to have some trouble  after
reading about the times they had try-
Ing to serve John D. last summer. But,
say, It really was g clnch—the softest
thing T ever struck in my fe. 1 feit
almost ashamed that T hadn't a silver
salver to ptu the subpoena on when
1 went up to John D.'s house, after 1
had called him up by phone and told
him Unele Sam had 5 little business
with him. He sot the hour and min.
ute he would see wme, and told me to
come up myself,

“l1 began to think somebody wsurely
had been lying about the old gentle-
man, his manners were so fine. In
fact, T was a bit embarrassed when
he began talking about the wenther, 1
began to spar for an opening and he
gave me a chance to got In. He took
the paper and sadd he was  much
obliged to me and regrettad that he
hud glven me the trouble of coming all
the way up tawn, Then he shook my
hand, bowed to me and | howed bacle

SUNDAY, DECEMBER §, 1904,

Ho also smiled a fow more timex and

therm 1 Jeft him with the paper In
his hand.*

SHEEP SLAUGHTERED.
E==

PENDLETON, Or, Deo, T.=Hy the
collislon of the two parts of n switeh-
ing frelght train, 119 sheep wore killed
in the Pendloton yards this morning,
One ear of merchandise and two of
sheep ware  demollshed, The shoop
were from Twin Falls, Idiaho, eon-
signed to the Portland stockyards, No
other damnge was done,

TRIAL MARRIAGES ARE NOT
NOVEL.

(Continued from Page 9)
bands only by death. Amoeng the Ka-
rend meparations save by death are
rare. The Zulus and Natallap Kafirs
generally marry for lfe,

I the Ardaman Islands 1t is sald that
poparation of husband and wife is per-
mitted for no cnuse whatever, and the
same I8 true of certaln Papuans and
other tribes of the Indian Archipelago,
which retaln anclent customs, Death
nlone separates the Vedduhs of Cey-
lon. But as n general rule there are
comparatively few people® among
whom separation of husband and wife
Is pot practiced to  some extent, or
whera the marrlage probation (dea s
not found In some phase of It devals
opmant,

The Burmese Tartars are dovotoes
of the trinl-marringe Idea, which has
been  thele  custom for conturios,
Among the Heh Minos, ane of the Bur-
mess Tartar trihen, Lhe great feast off
tha Arst day of spring is made the day
of wooltng and seloction, ‘The townes
people gnthered upon o high hill, whére
the day 1= spent In feasting, drinking
and listenlng to love songn As dusk
approachss the wooar offers his ox.
horn, which he has used for drinking
purposes during the feast, to the maid.
on of his cholce an n signal that "Bar-
kin Ia willin.” Tf his sult s agreeable,
and ahe accepln she gives him In re-
turn her dr!nkl;m horn as o sign of
botrathal. The wedding of the yarlous
oouples takes plnce on the night of the
feant, but If no child is born within a
year the marvinge Is declarad off. Bul
it Is the man who gets the waest of
this fallure on probation. He s de-
barred from further matrimonial ex-
periments and beocomes an object of
public charity, can never hold a tribal
office, nnd Is held In contempt by the
villagern. The only redeeming elreums
stance |0 that this matrimonial eawtn-
way ls never more required to work.
It is the only sllver lining to his cloud,
A somewhat similar probation trial 1s
safd to have been the custom among the

anclent Trish

FIFTY VOICES!

FIFTY VOICES!

Norwegian Singing Society

Fellows Hall, To-Morrow Night, December 10th

ADMISSION 50 CENTS

SEE-SAW

Have you Seen our Saw Wlndoq'r.

Special Kitchen Saw 28c¢

We have everything in Saws.

The Foard & Stokes Hardwars Co.,Inc.

Successorm te Foard & Stokes Co

STAR THEATER

P. GEVURTZ, Manager

THE TAYLOR CO., |

“Woman Against
Woman”

Commencing Tonight.
Popular Prices:  15¢, 25¢ and 35c.
Box Office Opens 7:80.  Curtain Rises at 8;15 Sharp.

Seats can be secured by Telerhone Main 3821 for all performances
Box office open from 2 until 4 p. m. daily

MATINEE TODAY AT 2:48

ASTORIATHEATRE

K. E. ELVERS, Mgr.

Last night of

Thellack Swain Theater Co.
roniciTt SUNDAYY s requesr
Sidewalks of New York

Matinee “Ai Silver Creek” ‘

PmCB Matinee 10 and 26¢ NO MORE

Night 16. 25 and 85c

VITROPHANE

The new artistic window deco-
ration. A substitute for stained
glass at one twentieth the cost.

Easily applied. .
B. F. ALLEN & SON

NEW STORE COR. mth AND BOND STREETS

Sherman Transter Co.

HENRY SHERMAN, Munager

duoks, Carviages—DBagguge Chooked and Transferred — Trucks ard Furniture
Wagons—Planos Moved, Hoxed and Shipped,

433 Commercial Street’ Phone Main 121

E.P. PARKER,
Managor

H.B. PARKER,

Proprietor

PARKER HOUSE

EUROPEAN PLAN
FIRST CLASS IN EVERY RESPROT

Free Coach to the House
Bar and Billlard Room
Good Check Rebtaurast

Good Sample Rooms on the Ground 3
for Commercial Men

THE GEM

C. F. WISE, Prop.

Merchants Lunch From
and Cigars 1130 & m. to 1:30 p m,
Hot Lunch at all Hours . g Conts
Gorner Rlevent h and Commercial

ASTORIA )

ot ASTORIA, OREGON

Cholce Wines, Liquors

OREGON




